
                            

 

 

 

February 16, 2022 

Dear CASD Families: 

During the month of January 2022, both Cumberland County and Carlisle Area School District (CASD) saw a 
significant rise in COVID-19 cases.  In recent weeks, the number of cases has spiked and has subsequently fallen 
both at the county/community level and the district level. Therefore, effective Monday, February 28, 2022, the 
following practice will be in effect:  

Mask Optional Effective Monday, February 28, 2022 

1. The practice of Mask Optional goes into effect on Monday, February 28, 2022.  Students and staff will 
be permitted to either wear a mask or not wear a mask while in school and at school-sponsored events.  
Students, staff, and visitors must still wear masks if they visit a school, business, or other venue that has 
a mask mandate in place.  This includes field trips, athletic competitions, etc.  

2. Masks must still be worn on school buses as directed by the Pennsylvania Department of Education 
(PDE) under the federal directive.  If/when this directive changes, CASD will communicate that 
information to families and staff. 

3. The working definition of a close contact will change.  Close contacts will be identified as individuals 
within six (6) feet of a positive case for 15 minutes or more (this was previously three (3) feet for 
students because they were wearing masks). 

4. The parents of individuals identified as a close contact will be notified via email or phone.  

5. Individuals identified as a close contact will no longer be required to quarantine if they remain 
asymptomatic (no symptoms).  If individuals identified as a close contact to a positive case 
develop symptoms, they should begin to isolate and get tested for COVID-19. 

Reminders from the Department of Health (DOH): 

1. Anyone who has presumed or confirmed a COVID-19 infection must stay home and isolate from others 
for at least five (5) full days. People who have COVID-19 should isolate, regardless of vaccination status.  
This includes people who have a positive viral test, regardless of whether they have symptoms. 

2. After leaving isolation, anyone who has COVID-19, regardless of the presence of symptoms, should wear 
a well-fitting mask while around other people until ten (10) days after the onset of symptoms (if 
symptomatic) or the test date (if asymptomatic), to prevent further spread of illness within our buildings. 

If conditions related to COVID-19 should worsen in Cumberland County or CASD, the District may need to revert 
to masking as a mitigation measure.  However, we remain hopeful that the Carlisle community will continue to 
use best practices to keep this pandemic at bay. 
  

Sincerely,  

Patricia B. Sanker, Ed.D.  
Acting Superintendent  
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